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N the Poft-men, Auguſt the Twenty- 
fifth, — was Wat in the 
News the following Article. 


We are aſſured, That 


nd Authority, $10 abs c door, — 
Hempſtead, Middleſex, is a 

te the Place of Reſidence 2 A ſertled 

_ of Cler , and other Gen- 

lemen, chat ſhall be in the Intereſt of 

Ronen, 

en, after they are fixt, 

be recommended to the ing, tor 

HR * Protection and Favour : 

itil ſoch Titne as they ſhall be pre- 


To Fix a 


OO NVE NE 


To promote 


Univerſal Knowledge : 


GENERAL REPOSITORY for 
Curious MANUSCRIPTS 6 


, 6 


by an Order ; 
ſome Worthy Perſons of Diſtinction 


And Money i 


— — 


CLES' 
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«© ferr'd to Places of Honour and Truſt, in 
* Church or State, or be otherwiſe pro · 
vided for. according to — own 
they are to receive, — Month- 

2 Payments, from the Bank 
Intereſt of Eight Thouſand — 
—— laid our in Purchaſes for them 


e ſelves and their Succefſors. - - 


When any Member of this Compeny * 
except a Clergyman, ſhall obtain a Place 

of Preferment, by means of the Intereſt 
of this Houſe, he is to pay out of = 
Profits of it à certain Sum | Yearly, (6 
„long as he ſhall-enjoy the Poſt; whi 
is alſo to be ——_ he Ul 
©: of the reſt at the Members of the f 


C0 


* Company, that ſhall yet remain unpro- 
«. vided for, with all other Adv 
«that ſhall hereafter occur Loh 
„The Payment of the Intereſt of the 
„Eight Thouſand Pounds, and a Share 


* out of all the Places that ſhall fall to the fid 
„Members of the ſaid Company, to be 


* paid and continued for Ever; Statutes 
* bing to be made and ſettled for that 
* Purpoſe, in the ſame Nature as it is in 
„the Univerſities. . 

„ Theſe Endowments are but ſmall, to 


* what are promiſed to be added to the 


* Houſe by other Perſons of Honour. 
Such Clergymen, and other Gentlemen, 
« as are firm to the Eſtabliſh'd Church 
and ſettled Conſtitution, may ſend in 
* their Names in order to be enter'd 
„Members of this Company. The A- 
* partments will be atlign'd according to 


the Degree and Quality of the Perſons. 


This is every Word verbatim of what 
was inſerted of the whole Aﬀair in the 
Pt. man, or any other printed Paper, 
or of what was read publickly in any 
Church or Chappcl. 

No more than Twenty four in Number 
are eyer to be recciy'd upon that Founda- 
pr LA 115 — * —— 
upon him, till preterr'd, Fifty Po 
py in * to pay for the Rent of 2 
Apartment and Noon - Commons Fourteen 


Shillings a Week; as muſt alſo thoſe here · Houſe ? 


after mention d, that are to receive a Hun. 
dred Pounds per um 


If at any time there ſhall want of the 


full Number appointed to be fix'd of the 
latter Members; the Money to be divided 
vpon any Account to thoſe Perſons fo 
wanted, or that neglect to pay, is to go 
to diſcharge part of the Rent of the Houſe 
for their Vacancy, and to pay for their 
Commons, and for defraying other inci- 
dent Expences. 

The late Rebellion hinder'd the Publi- 
cation of this Treatiſe for ſome conſide- 
rable Time ; which gave the Enemies to 
Noble a Work, an ity to ima- 
ge, that they had gain d an entire Con- 


4 


Frs te re 


? 


queſt, and ſuppreſt it by their Reproaches 
and Celumnies, For upon Notice given 
of the firſt Foundation, that was no more 
than an Advertiſement of what was in- 
rended, many Perſons, witha kind of a per. 
ious Laugh, were pleag'd to ſay, Thar 
they knew there was ng Mongy at all 
given for carrying on any ſuch Thing; 
and that it was only Mr. Povey's Contri- 
yange © give it ſuch a Reputable 1 9 
under Colour to erect an Academy, in 
poſit ion to the Univerſities, for bringing 
up Difleating Preachers, _ 
Certainly, theſe gunning Abithople! 
muſt value themſelves * making thi 
ſort of keen Satire, that ſtabs at once, pri 
vately, a Man's Reputation to the quick. 
Their Words are fo turn'd, and full ob 
Aſſurance, that they gain a laſting Credit 
in the Thoughts of all that hear them 
is no further Inquiry made 
to the h of Matters. 4 
Now to dete& theſe Forgers of Lics 
that they may be noted, the Queſtion 1 
ask'd any reaſonable Man, What End 
cauld the moſt vile Creature upon Eart 
have in publiſhing ro the World, that the 
Intereſt of Eight Thouſand P w 
to be paid, when only Four Weeks : 
odd Days wou'd difcover the whole Chear 
and thaſe that promiſed the Mangy mul 
have run fer it, or be ſhen'd by the Per 
ſons ſo impos'd upon, and decoy'd into the 
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For, according to the Condirion af d on 
priicipal Article, Thirty-one Guines 1 © 
to be paid once in every Month. ihrovg! in 
out the Year, and to be wholly appl/ d t a 
the Uſe of the Gentlemen put in by ! 

Donors, (3 
There might have beep ſame Yretenc 
to have this horrid Reflection, it al — 
or any of the Gentlemen, had been oblig! an 


to pay any great Sums of Money at! 
Entrance, or at any other Time; we; 
nothing at all was ever demanded, « 
to be: Nor is Mr. Pevey ſo much 1 
provide the Proviſions for them, 018 
other; he having utterly refus'd that 

fer, upon Account of any Profit, ar A 


5 


His Allowance is only to be a fixt Sum 
for all the Gentlemen to make up, in the 
Whole, the full Rent of the Houſe : And 
tho it is conſiderable, why -ſhould any 
envy him, ſince it is the Donors Pleaſure, 
and all thoſe Perſons that are to pay it, 
will receive much more from the Sertle- 
ment than that and all their other Ex- 


nces. 
"a to the Pretence of the Deſign, to ſer 
up an Academy in Cppotning to the Uni- 
verſity, it is of the ſame Stamp and Dye 
with the Juggle palm'd upon the Faith 
of the ignorant Multitude, of the Church 
falling in the Reign of the preſent Pro- 
teſtant and Lawful Succeſſor, and of its 
being to be preſerv'd from that fatal Ruin 
by bringing in the Pretender, who is a pro- 
feſe'd Reman Catholick, 

What! Twenty · four Divines and other 
Gentlemen educated at Oxford and Cam- 
bridge, to be pick'd out from all others, 
as the fitteſt Perſons to bring up Youth 
for Diſſenting Preachers? An odd Tale 
for Lealots in any Cauſe to tell abroad for 
Fact, and to ſpeak it with the Rage of 
Furies ; -as if they at that Moment ſaw 
the Fellows of the Colleges of both Uni- 
—— rurn'd our, — — Diſſenters Sons 

rought yp at Sion-Chappel, going in to 
take Poſſeſſion of . 

It will be diverting enough, to hear the 
new Notions and Cenſures that will be 
now coin'd by the Ill. natur d upon what 
is further propos'd to be done. For the 
firſt Eight Thouſand Pounds wag only a 
imall Beginning, to what has been ſince 
compleated by far greater Donations. 

Here they muſt aſſume an Air of Stoick 
Gravity, and talk with the Grace of Phi- 
2 or elſe their pale Envy and ſea- 
louſy will be ſeen thro' their thin Veils 
and Diſguiſes, made uſe of to deftroy a 
— may _ _— upon in —_— 

onths the Eye Europe, as 
brighteſt 83 1 

One Thing cannot be omitted: Some 
buſie Inquirer have ask d the Names of 


hw A 


Importance: The Money already obtain- 
ed, is the full Sum of One H 


V% 
the Gentlemen that Found this Settlement: il 
It is reply'd, that the Donors will, vhen 
they think fit, declare themſelyes : Bur 
however, in particular, theſe iſts maß 
depend upon it to be told, as as any 
one Payment promis'd to be made, is not 
perform'd at the Time or Times appoint- } 
ed, as the Money becomes due to any 
Perſon or Perſons whoſe Right ir is to 
receive it. Till then, what Buſineſs has 
any Body to ask that impertinent Que- 

ion ? | 

It is ſuppos'd, that the Enemies to the | 
Conſtitution, and to what is great and ſo- | 
lid, want to know the Founders, in Ex- 
pectation to make them the Mark of their 
Obſervation and Diſcourſe. 

To come then to the Matter of moſt | 


undred and 
Seventy Pounds, ro be paid once ev 
Month at Sion Chappel, which is in 
Two Thouſand and Forty Pounds per 
Annum, For beſides the Hundred Pounds 
be Month, which is to be paid to the 
wenty-four Gentlemen upon the firſt 
Foundation, there is Seventy Pounds f 
Month more, to be apply'd as is herealter 
ſpecify'd. = | 
Which laſt Sum of Seventy Pounds por 
Month, was ask d for, and is given to in- 
courage Learned and Ingenious Men, to 
ſtudy and compoſe Pieces upon all neceſ- 
fary and curious Subjects, to be printed 
in large and ſmall Volumes, ſome Week 
ly, others Monthly or Quarterly. L 
To this End a Scheme was drawn 
and laid before the Founders, who did fo 
far a e of it, as ro defire that the 
fame ſhou'd be immediately printed and 
enter d upon, and that they wou d anſweg 
as to the Funds therein requir'd ; ang 
whatever elſe is to be perform'd on the 
Parr, they have engag'd to make go 
and maintain. 


The Copy of the Scheme is 4s follow, , | 
Phe Preface is left out) f : . 
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Fix a CON VE NI, 

To promote Univerſal KNOWLEDGE, with a General 
'  KRepoſitory for Curious Manuſcripts. The Members of it 
that are Authors, or of a good Genius, to have each a 
Hundred Pounds per Annum : And any Native or Fo- 
reigner, that brings in a Written Copy of what 1s extra- 
ordinary in point of Learning, New Diſcovery, or Inven- 


tion in any Kind, to receive, as it meets with Acceptation 


in the World, a Reward of a Medal, or Plate of Gold, 
from the Value of Ten to Five Handred Guineas. 


The INTRODUCTION. 


AS long as Learning and curious Arts In theſe Glorious Examples, that Mo- 
; are in being, the Memory of the narch has left to his Subjetts many ſingu- 
late French arch Lewis XIV. lar Benefits. 


will ſtand glorious and rever d. No Prince It may be ſeen in the Advancement 
in Europe ever exceeded him in this one France has made of late Years in Learn- 
Particular. He lov'd and rewarded Men ing, in Politicks beyond other Nations, in 


of er Abilities and Genius. the Stratagems of War, in the Manage- 
{ When any thing came forth beyond an ment of Trade, and other uſeful Inven- 


ordinary Capacity, the Author did not tions; beſides thoſe that tend to Pleaſure 
only receive his Royal Favour and Pro. and Delight, which are numerous and ſur- 
* tection, but was paid to the full Merit of priſing. 
| the Work. | This beautiful Scene taken from 2 


This Wiſdom and Generoſity animated neighbouring Nation, caſts Blackneſs up- 
hers to ſtudy to find out ſomething on England. To her Diſhonour it is ſpoke, 


ill further in the Improvement of Know. the whole World cannot produce ſuch an 
# ledge and Arts, and by that many attain'd Iſland. nor Kingdom, ſuch Inhabirants, as 


ſhe, for general Detraction. The Cha- 
"= "0 | racten 
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naters of our | ary Men have been 
blaſted by ir. Treatiſes might be writ 
ypon that Head. 

Ar the Birth of any new Invention, let 
it be never ſo ,or point at the wileſt 
End, the Author of it is commonly laught 
x by Youths and Fools. Thoſe of 
Gravity and clear Jud t, that ſee the 
Beauty of the Thou bt, if it ſuits not 
with their Way and Intereft, they'll be 
fure to diſcountenance,and pick out Faults 
or Errors in the Draught, tho? they cannot 
by all their Cunning mend, or correct in 
the whole, one Line; which diſcovers in 
them a Meanneſs of Spirit below the 
Dignity of wiſe Men. | 

heſe are Stains in the Garments of the 
Bricons, that can't be hid till — come 
to be diveſted of chat one thing call'd En- 
Y, or Fear of being rival'd. 


In other Nations, and amongſt the In- 
dels, the brighteſt Stars are to be ſeen 
ſeared in the upper Hemiſphere of Power: 


But in the Latitude of our Hand, thoſe 
of leſſer Magnitude are often advanc d to 
the higheſt Orbs. 

Not Merit, it is Intereſt or Bribes chief. 
ly prefer to Stations of Authority. Look 
back to the laſt Reign : Then there was 
3 ſtrange a Diſorder, as it would be ſur- 
priſing to behold a Man paint out the Pro- 
ſpect ot the Moon ſeated above the Sun, 


in the Creation it elf. 

The Reflection is parallel to the Caſe; 
the ſame Confuſion appear d in the Sphere 
of Human Affairs and Actions; all man- 
* — Government was disfram'd and un- 

ing'd. 

For Men of fine Parts, and Patrons to 
their Country, were mock'd at and re- 
ected; and thoſe of inferior Knowledge 
and Bigots to the Romans, were mounted 
to the chief Places in the Church, in the 
Privy Council, in the Parliament Houſe, 
upon the Seat of Judicature, and in the 
Petty Courts and other Offices, where Wiſ⸗ 
Virtue and Truth ought to have 


co fer to guide Mens Ways and Act iona 


88 


what Occaſions may have been given to 
Thoughes a 


Bur to withdraw ſo deform'd a Sight; 


a Proſpect is here preſented of im Re- 
e Leara- 


verſe; and that is, to i 
ed and Ingenious Men, both of our own 
and of other Nations, beyond what the 
French King, or — other ever attempted 
or aim'd at. and alſo 


much more in one Houſe, upon one Foun- 
dation, and by one ſelect Body of Men. 
To compleat this in all its Parts, and 
anſwer the „the main Heads req rd 
to be conſider d and put into Practice are 
here rang d into Articles, that the whole 
Plan may be made more conſpicuous. 


ARTICLE I. 
R.Colier's Expreſſions relating to the 


Play-Houſes, may be varied to the 
Occaſion. The Conſtitution of 


poyſon'd, as ever the Theatres were. 
Some of our modern Authors have in- 
deed in a great meaſure the Spring of 
Thought in their Power. Learning, Wit 
and Eloquenee are moving Entertain- 
ments, Which, if rightly improv'd, would 
be very ſignificant ; and the Uſe of them 
chiefly lies in the 12 — Theſe 
Advantages are now for the moſt part in 
the Enemies Hand, and under a dangerous 


inted the wrong Way. EY 
It is viſible that Doctrines of Atheiſm, 
Blaſphemy, Hereſy, Profaneneſs, Treaſon, 
FaQtion, Rebellion, with other falſe Prin- 
ciples, are now Ca 
many Writers to i | Head, that 
there ſeems to be but one Way left to ne. 
eſtabliſh Truth and Peace upon their laſt 
ing Baſis; and that is this now to be in- 
troduc d. It cannot be thou — 
Men of Zeal and Loyalty will. concur 
aſſiſt in the Work. ha 


ART. M. 


Wirneſſes need not be call d, to 
how or when the Age was corrupted, 


ww ew 


to eſtabliſh this and 


ſent | 
— Minds are as much infected and 


Management; like Daggers ſeiz d and 
or to ſee (were Jr ſuch a- Change po : 


d by the Force of _ 
a ful 


|| 


| 
' 


| 


% 


| Thoughes of entring upen a Task of che 


greateſt Difhculty ; becauſe Things may 


Mev of Figure and Fortune. 

Yet it is thought, as the Intention is 
laid, that neither Strength nor Policy will 
be able to ſuppreſs ic. Time calls to make 
a Stand, to oppoſe the violent Inſults that 
are made again the Throne of the Deity 


ir ſelf, as well as the vifible Authority 


given from thence to our lawful Monarch, 


and the Rulers under him. The Way to 
_ upon it is contain d in the next Ar- 
ticle. 


ART. III. 


There are in Great Britain man 
ſons of Leiſure and of good Char 
the Intereſt of the preſent Eſtabliſhment, 
who are Men of Univerſal Learning, and 
of extraordinary Natural Parts. Others 
there are, tho' no — Scholars, of very 
fine Thoughts and uncommon. Notions, 
or that are skill'd in ſome one Art or 
Science beyond ethers. 

Now it is propos d, that a ſelect Num- 
ber of Perſons, thus qualify d, be fix'd in 
one Hbuſe, and they to be call'd by the 


r. in 


Name of The C O-NVE NT for promoting 


Tneverſal Knowledge, 
| ART, IV. 
| Theſe Gentlemen, as ſoon as they are 


ſettled into a Convent, to conſult together 


the moſt proper Means to begin the Work 
intended, and what Subjects to write up- 
on firſt, and how to proceed upon all the 
molt neceflary and curious Heads, or Do- 
Qrines, requir d from ſuch a great Body, 
and to print thoſe Copies by the Order, 
and in the Name of the whole Covent. 
Next to Rulers and Lawgivers, ſuch a 
Conſtitution will be as nect ſlary in the 
Nation. For where the Authority of the 
other Power cannot extend. the Conven!'s 
Writings may, and very effectually. 


s 4 


appear to the Senſe to croſs the Alcendant 


ol One Seminary, and the Aſpect of ſome 
many Refpedts be protected from the 


Hereditary Right; jure divino; Not # reſift 


gh 


The want of it gives Li to Hoſti- 
Inies that fall ſhort of the reach of Laws. 
The Government, publick Communitier, 
nor private Families, or Perſons, can in 


Violence offered to them by the Mol- 
titude, and prodigious Numbers of ill 
Tongues. or ſeditious Papers or Libels. 

Upon fixing this Foundation, the Na- 
tion in = will be vindicated, where 
otherwiſe it cannot ; and thoſe that move 
- lower Stations may come m_ 

ppeal concerning the Right of a e, 
and the Convens can, by preſenting the 
true State of the Cafr, patronize the — 
cent and Injur'd againſt the moſt angry 
and powerful Enemy, or Oppreſſor. 


ART. v. 
The Contents of this Article may be 


laid down to Men of ence, as 2 
ſtanding Maxim, That Books tend to the 


extinguiſhing, or Growth of Virtue. Au- 


thors are like ro Generals of Armies; their 
Conduct faves or deſtroys a Kingdom, or 
State. The Fate of a Church, or Nation, 
is many times determin'd according to the 
Movement of the Pen; Ir has made Br. 
tai Sceptre often ſhake in the Hands of 
her Monarchs. Now ſhe feels the Effect 
of thoſe late Volumes and Treatiſes of 


Princes upon pain of Danmation, the' Papiſts, 
Tyr ants or Infidels ; of the Church in Dunger; 
the Church independant of the Crows; 
liſh Advice ro the: Freebolders' of Englan 
with abundance more ſuch pernicious 
Pieces, | 

Unleſs then there is a Body of Learned 
and Judicious Men call'd rogether to ſtem 
theſe Tides. it is to be dreaded, P 
neſs and Rebellion will run on in the lame 
Channel, and one time or other Ruin 
Slavery will come in as a Torrent. | 

The View of this ages is naked 0 
the Eye that is not blinded with the 8 
rit of Enthuſiaſm, or the Zxal of! 


* 


ART. 


"Y 
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and Private Bodies; 


> * 2 


ART. v. N 


One principal Point for the Members 
f the Convent 


to go may be to mak 
into the 1 of 


iticks, and to concert the 


lic JL. and 
0 Ie ought to be 


niſh'd. One or two Au- 
tho? never ſo well read or experi- 


ac'd, can't bring theſe Works, and many 


her now to be mention d, to Perfection. 
great Body are requir'd to examin into 
icles of ſuch Extent and Weight. 


; ART. VIL 


Many Queſtions want to be anſwer'd, 
d Controverſies determin'd, that are 
w in Diſpute among the Learned, re- 
ting to the Principles of Faith, and to 
de of the fixed and moving Bodies of 


k Creation, and other yet unreveal'd Se. 
rets ; — 41 has al- 


ady been advanc d 
| A R T. VIII. 


I will be ot Uſe to the World to ſet 
r 
olg; whether the Contents of them are, 
are not of Service, and wherein perſect 


by the Ingenious. 


"MY 
It would be a Task of high Im 
make a thorough Search, and give an 


unt in particular of the wrong No- 
that now reign in moſt 


ance, 


7 by which 
tiny of the Subjects and Youth are led 
my, and two Parts out of three in the 

poyſon'd and given up to Miſtakes 


a Matters of the laſt Conſequence, both 
ed and Civil. © 
ART. X. 


Th theſe cloſe Scrutinies are hinted 
i is not intended to widen, or make 


Breaches in point of Religion or Party ; 
but to cement and heal. 

Nor is it meant, that the Members of 
the Convent can in cvery thing be all of one 
Opinion or Sentiment. Contraverſirt or 
Diſputes in little Matters are not to be in. 
tirely remov'd, or extinguilſh'd from the 
Face of the Earth. Whilſt Men me mor- 
tal, there will always be fome Difference 
in the Minds, as well as in the Complexi- 
ons or Faces of Perſons; and to think of 
making a thorough Change there, would 
be as wrong a Notion, as to go ab:ut 
2 the very Courſe of Nature ic 
elf. | 

Neither is the Convent itended to in- 
creaſe the Number of Booke, but dimin' ih 
them; by — out of the Way these 
that are unnece ſſary. by retracting large 
Volumes into ſmall Pieces, and reducin 
the ſcatter d Body of Learning imo h 


Compals. 
ART. XI. 


As there may be many Divines :nd 
other Gentlemen of extraordinary Parts, 
that may deſire to be Members of this 
Convent, but their Aﬀairs carmor permit 
them to reſide in the Houſe, or otherwiſe 
they may not care ro be known to the 
Publick to be Authors: In this Cule it is 

ropos'd, that ſuch have Liberty to pug 
in the Convent any Relation or Frierd to 
repreſent them, nd they theml. ives te 
write the Copies and receive th. lacum.s 
ariſing from the Houlſe. 


ART. XII. 


The Perſons that are pluc d in the roomy 
of the Out Members, will be impr..v & iy 
the Converſation in he Convert, and I an 


ang the Naſonines or Dips am a 


the Learned in Variety of. Suti As 4 
Caſes. They which are cnter'd yourrg, 
by theſe Opportunitics may im lime 


come to be the brighteſt Ay lets in the 


Y 7 
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— 


| 
| 


or in Abſtracts, as they may deſerve, 


ART. XIII. 


When this Convent is fix'd, it is propos d 


two of the moſt Judicious of the Members be 
ſent to France, Holland, Italy, Germany, and 
other Countries, to boy up One Copy of 


every new Book of Value that is printed 


in an Language, and to make Purchaſes 
of all curious Manuſcripts that can be ob- 


tain d, and to ſend them over to be tran- 


ſlated and printed in Eng/iſh, either Whole, 


r. XIV. 
Theſe travelling Members to get acquain- 
ted and converſe with the moſt ingenious 


Men here. ever they come, and to —— 
into all the Curioſities, that are proper to 


be known or ſeen; and what — 2 — 
then paſſes, or occurs in Affairs that may 
be entertaining to ſuch as ſearch into the 
Secrets of Art, State, or Nature. 

The Gain that will redound to the 
erer 

ranch in ies a 
cannot but be very conſiderable. For if j 
the Pieces and 3 of theſe — 
Members are printed . — = 
ſome of the beſt and moſt ac 
riſes extant, and chiefly ſought after; _ 
the Journals in particular, as bein Nar- 
ratives to be depended upon for Truth, 
and to contradict falſe Accounts that have 
been before affirm'd in other Prints for 
Matter of Fact. 


ART. XV. 


It is propos d that the Members of the 
Convent print their Works at any time, as 
they ſhall think fit: But as there may be 
ſomething of Moment fall out every Day, 
requir'd to be anſwer'd or ſpoke to imme- 
diately; it is — proper that 0 
— " one ſmall Piece once a W 


oſtner, and the Collections of = 


al in one Volume once a 3 
. atherwiſe, 
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ture in ſma Pieces. * "7 , 

- Thoſe Images and Figures the moſt 
Learned KRebbies and proudeſt Virruſo's 

Fouls ondeſcend to look upon, to ſee the 
iceneſs and Senſe they deſcribe, borrow'd 
from the Copics and Colle&ions out of 
che'firſt Original Manuſcripts, with vaſt 
Thoughts, wide Conceptions, and deep 
Penetration of the Authors. 
As many Genius's are requir'd to make 

all the Lines juſt in theſe Compoſnions, as 

there are Artiſts to compleat a well-con- 


eriv'd Watch, or Engine; one muſt frame 
the Ideas, another gather them into a Bo- 

dy, and a third marſhal and add the Orna- 
ment for Sight. | 


ART. XXII 


One of the grand Points aim'd at in 
"theſe Articles, is to remove the Impedi- 
ments that hinder the Growth of what is 
truly delightfpl' and defirable ; and to 
ſhew that there wants at this Day as great 

Reformation and Change to be wrought 

n the Land in many Particulars, as there 
was enter'd upon in- the Reign of King 
Herr VIII. 


ART. XXIV. 


The Profits of the Works writ by the 
Members of the Convent upon all various 
Subjects, may, as to Appearance, ſwell to 
s bigger Sum than what is fit here to be 
mention d. Let Reaſon Judge. 

0 pery ic, and for any to plead the 
eces will not be well done, is contrary 

to Senſe; and if rhey are, it is certain the 
will ſell, and moſt Perſons of Worth will 
Have in their Libraries or Studies, the Co- 


pies and Collections of rhe Convent. 


© It will be alſo in vain for the moſt vio- 
to this noble Deſign to ſay, 


lent Oppoten 
"that the World will ſoon be weary of read- 


ing the Books of theſe Authors; unleſs 


2 they 5 firſt prove, that ſingle and ob- 


erſons treat upon all difficult 


Points with better Judgment and deeper 


out Arguments , than fuch & ſeleck Body con 


any Native or Foreigner, who ſhall ara 
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ART. 1 9s 


However, to ſilence all Objection, and 
pur Things out of Diſpute: As to the 
ale of the Writings of the Members of the 
Convent, a Way is found out to make theit 
Works force a Paſſage thro” all Difficulties 
and to inveſt rhe ſaid Members of the Con 
vent with the Right of Property in the 
Copies that ſhall be compos d by the mo 
approv'd Authors, and Men of the fine 
Invention, in many Parts of the World 
And theſe Copies, printed among the 
Writings of the Members of the Convex: 
cannot fail to _ in always very g 
Sums of Money ; tor many of theſe wil 
be ſtanding Pieces, and bear intin 
often, as the Whele Duty of Man, and ſe 
hy this Mechod it is ought, that 
y this Method it is t at 
perfect Collections in all Arts and Scien 
ces may be made, as no Univerſuy or So 
ciety of the Learned ever obtain'd, 0 
knew how to purchaſe. | 
The private Intereſt of the Members 
the Convent is not the only thing intended 
The Point goes much further. It is to get 
together. from all Parts, the diſpers 
orks of the Curious to be compil'd intc 
ſele& Volumes, that the Readers in this 
and in other Nations, may know where tc 
find, in few Pieces, the general Opinio 
of the Learned and Ingenious upon all 
rious and valuable Subjects. without 
ing oblig'd to buy many Books, or te 
ſearch over Heaps of ſcatter'd Treatiſcs. 
To effect this ſo deſirable an End, per 
uſe the following Articles. 
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That the Convent may be made a Prin- 
cipal Repoſitory for the beſt Manuſcript 
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bring in, after all neceſſary Charges are 
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clear'd, Thirty Guineas Profit ; then the 

Author, or Authors, or Proprietors of the 

laid Copy, or Copies, are 7 receive a full 
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